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APRIL 11-21, 2025 IN PALM SPRINGS, CA  

 

Pianists, aged 13-17, Compete for more than $30,000 in Prizes 

Gold Medal $10,000, Silver Medal $5,000,  

Bronze Medal $2,500, and Medal of Honor $1,000 

All Semi-finalists who do not Progress to the Finals Receive $500 

 

Gold Medal Winner Also Receives a  

Recording Opportunity with Yamaha Artist Services New York and  

Important Recital and Concerto Performances During the 2025-2027 Seasons  

 

New for the PSIPC 2025 (Junior Division):  

 

▪ The Andre van Niekerk | Whittier Trust Audience Award Given to the Finalist Chosen 

by the Audience on the Final Night of the Competition; the Winner of this Award 

Receives $1,000  

 

▪ A Public Masterclass with Members of the PSIPC 2025 Jury for all Competitors who do 

not Advance to the Final Round on April 19, 2025 

 

25 Young Pianists, Selected from On-line Submissions,  

Come to Palm Springs and Compete In-Person Over Four Rounds  

  

Four Pianists Who Advance to the Finals Perform a Complete Concerto  

with the PSIPC Festival Orchestra Under the Direction of Peter Wilson  

at the McCallum Theater on April 21, 2025  

 

Anton Nel to Serve as Chairman of the PSIPC 2025 (Junior Division) Jury 

Esteemed Panel of Judges Also Includes: Bonnie Barrett, Bernadene Blaha,  

Kevin Kwan Loucks, and Lisa Nakamichi 

 

Submissions Close November 15, 2024 

  

Palm Springs, CA (October 8, 2024) — Today Palm Springs International Piano Competition 

(PSIPC), formerly The Waring, announced its full slate of esteemed judges for the triennial 

PRESS RELEASE: 

2025 PALM SPRINGS INTERNATIONAL  

PIANO COMPETITION  

(JUNIOR DIVISION) 

 



Competition, dates and times for all in-person rounds, as well as an additional prize and a 

unique public masterclass opportunity for the Junior Competitors. Submissions are currently 

open and will close on November 15. The first three in-person Rounds as well as the public 

masterclass will be held at Temple Isaiah from April 13-19, 2025. The Final Round will take 

place at the McCallum Theater on April 21, 2025. The Four Finalists who advance to the Final 

Round will each play a pre-selected concerto with the PSIPC Festival Orchestra under the 

direction of conductor, Peter Wilson. All in-person rounds are open to the public. 

Registration and ticketing information can be found here: https://psipc.org/event/junior-

international-piano-competition-2025/. 

 

“PSIPC 2025 (Junior Division) ushers in a new and exciting era for us” said Robert Koenig, 

Artistic Director, PSIPC. “The expansion of several of our offerings—increase in prize money, 

the internationally respected panel, future performance opportunities, the newly added 

Andre van Niekerk | Whittier Trust Audience Choice Award, and the opportunity for our 

competitors to have direct access to our judges through public masterclasses—speaks to 

our commitment of providing young artists in the Junior Division with the tools for success in 

a very high-profile environment.”   

 

JURY 

From April 11-21, 2025, twenty-five young pianists, selected from an on-line Preliminary 

Selection Round, will come to Palm Springs to compete for more than $30,000 in prizes.   The 

in-person rounds will be adjudicated by some of today’s leaders in the industry. The 

esteemed panel, chaired by Anton Nel (Professor of Piano and Chamber Music Division 

Head, Keyboard Studies, University of Texas Austin), is: Bonnie Barrett (Director, Yamaha Artist 

Services New York), Bernadene Blaha (Professor of Practice, University of Southern 

California), Kevin Kwan Loucks (Chief Executive Officer, Chamber Music America), and Lisa 

Nakamichi (Founding Artistic Director, Aloha International Piano Festival).  

 

ROUNDS 

PSIPC 2025 (Junior Division) takes place over five rounds. The Preliminary Selection Round is 

via on-line submissions only from August 15-November 15, 2024 and is open to all pianists of 

any nationality who have reached the age of 13 by April 11, 2025 and who have not 

exceeded the age of 17 by the conclusion of the competition on April 21, 2025. The panel 

of Preliminary Screening Round judges is Scott Cuellar (Assistant Professor of Applied Music 

and Performance (piano) in the Setnor School of Music, Syracuse University), Esther Park 

(Associate Professor of Music, Schwob School of Music, Columbus State University), and 

Terrence Wilson (Piano Faculty, Bard College Conservatory of Music). 

 

The first three in-person rounds take place from April 13-18, 2025 at Temple Isaiah in Palm 

Springs, CA (check schedule for specific times). Solo Round 1 from April 13 through April 15 

will feature all 25 competitors who were chosen from the online Preliminary Screening 

Round. Solo Round 2, on April 16 and 17, will feature the 13 competitors who advanced 

from Solo Round 1. The Semi-Final Round on April 18 features the seven competitors who 

advanced from Solo Round 2.  The announcement of competitors who advance to the 

subsequent Rounds will be made following the final performance on the last day of each 

Round.  

 

The Final Round takes place on April 21, 2025 at 6pm at the McCallum Theater, in Palm 

Desert, CA. The four Competitors who advanced to the Final Round will perform a full-

length, pre-selected concerto with the PSIPC Festival Orchestra under the direction of 



conductor, Peter Wilson. Tickets for this event range from $35-$100 and can be purchased 

by going here: 

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E344467&id=84  The 

handle is @PSIPCompetition, the name is PSIPC. There’s nothing here other than the logo. 

Here’s the channel URL: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkouHKVoCzzdZNvQNYKTYkw  OR here’s the channel 

details provided on the home screen: www.youtube.com/@PSIPCompetition 

 

The Finals of the 2025 PSIPC (Junior Division) will be livestreamed on its YouTube Chanel here: 

www.youtube.com/@PSIPCompetition 

 

PRIZES  

Four cash prizes will be awarded: Gold Medal winner will receive $10,000; Silver Medal 

$5,000; Bronze Medal $2,500; and Medal of Honor $1,000. The Gold Medal winner will also 

receive a recording with Yamaha Artist Services New York and important recital and 

concerto performances during the 2025-2027 seasons. All Semi-finalists, who do not progress 

to the Finals, will receive $500.  

 

The cash awards for the four Medalists for the 2025 PSIPC (Junior Division) are made possible 

through the generosity of the Peggy and Don Cravens Education Funds for student awards, 

scholarships, and education activities. 

 

NEW AWARD & PUBLIC MASTERCLASS 

 

New for PSIPC 2025 (Junior Division) will be The Whittier Trust Confidence Foundation 

Audience Award given to a finalist chosen by the audience on the last night of the 

Competition. The winner receives $1,000.  

 

All competitors who do not proceed to the final round will be given the opportunity to 

perform in a public masterclass with members of the esteemed panel of judges on April 19, 

2024 at Temple Isaiah.  

 

For more information about the 2025 PSIPC (Junior Division), please visit 

https://psipc.org/event/junior-international-piano-competition-2025/. PSIPC is a 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit organization.  

 

Yamaha is the official piano of the 2025 Palm Springs International Piano Competition 

(Junior Division).  

 

The 2025 Palm Springs International Piano Competition (Junior Division) is generously 

sponsored by Julia I. Dennie-Kauffman | Kauffman Family Foundation; James & Jessica 

Greene | Greene Family Foundation; Eisenhower Health; and Edward C Rainey, Jr & Scott 

C Britain.  

 

The cash awards for the 2025 PSIPC (Junior Division) are made possible through the 

generosity of the Peggy and Don Cravens Education Funds for student awards, scholarships, 

and education activities. 

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E344467&id=84
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkouHKVoCzzdZNvQNYKTYkw
http://www.youtube.com/@PSIPCompetition
http://www.youtube.com/@PSIPCompetition
https://psipc.org/event/junior-international-piano-competition-2025/


COMPLETE SCHEDULE 

 

Palm Springs International Piano Competition (Junior Division) 

 

Solo Round One: April 13-15, 2025 

Temple Isaiah 

Sunday, April 13, 2025, from 9:00 am - 12:15 pm 

Sunday, April 13, 2025, from 1:30 pm - 4:15 pm 

Monday, April 14, 2025, from 9:30 am - 12:15 pm 

Monday, April 14, 2025, from 1:30 pm - 4:15 pm 

Tuesday, April 15, 2025, from 9:30 am - 12:15 pm 

Tuesday, April 15, 2025, from 1:30 pm - 4:15pm * 

 

The First Round of Palm Springs International Piano Competition (Junior Division) will 

feature 25 young pianists, aged 13-17, chosen from what is expected to be more than 100 

applicants, who will come to Palm Springs to compete for more than $30,000 in cash prizes. 

 

Your single registration allows you to attend any of the Preliminary Rounds. Please visit PSIPC 

to register or reach out via email to info@psipc.org or via this link: 

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E344467&id=89 You can 

contact PSIPC at (760) 773-2575. 

 

*The 13 Competitors who advance to Solo Round 2 will be announced following a short 

deliberation at the conclusion of Solo Round 1.  

 

Solo Round Two: April 16-17, 2025 

Temple Isaiah 

Wednesday, April 16, 2025, at 9:00 am - 11:50 am 

Wednesday, April 16, 2025, at 1:00 pm -3:00 pm 

Thursday, April 17, 2025, at 9:30 am - 11:50 am 

Thursday, April 17, 2025, at 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm * 

 

The Second Round of Palm Springs International Piano Competition (Junior Division) will 

feature the 13 young pianists, aged 13-17, who advanced from the PSIPC (Junior Division) 

Solo Round One. These amazing international competitors will all come to Palm Springs to 

compete for more than $30,000 in prizes. 

 

Your single registration allows you to attend any of the Preliminary Rounds. Please visit this 

link to register: 

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E344467&id=89or via 

email to info@psipc.org or by phone at (760) 773-2575. 

 

*Concerto Semi-Finalists will be announced following a short deliberation at the conclusion 

of Solo Round 2. 

 

Concerto Semi-Final Round: April 18, 2025 

Friday, April 18, 2025 at 6:00 pm - 8:30 pm * 

Temple Isaiah 

 

mailto:info@psipc.org
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E344467&id=89
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E344467&id=89


The Concerto Round One of Palm Springs International Piano Competition (Junior Division) 

will feature seven young pianists, aged 13-17, who advanced from the PSIPC (Junior 

Division) Solo Round Two. These amazing international competitors will all come to Palm 

Springs to compete for more than $30,000 in prizes. 

 

Your single registration allows you to attend any of the Preliminary Rounds. Please visit PSIPC 

to register or reach out via email to info@psipc.org. You can register via this link: 

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E344467&id=89 To reach 

the office, please call (760) 773-2575. 

 

*Concerto Finals competitors will be announced following a short deliberation. 

 

Public Masterclass: April 19, 2025 

Saturday, April 19, 2025 

Temple Isaiah 

 

Time, Repertoire and Personnel to be Confirmed 

 

This event is free and open to the public, but registration is required. Please register at  

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E344467&id=89 or reach 

out via email to info@psipc.org or by phone at (760) 773-2575. 

 

Final Round: April 21, 2025 

Monday, April 21, 2025, at 6:00 pm* 

McCallum Theatre, Palm Desert 

PSIPC Festival Orchestra 

Peter Wilson, conductor 

 

Four competitors who have advanced to the Finals of the Palm Springs International Piano 

Competition (Junior Division) will choose a concerto from a pre-determined list of works by 

Mozart, Beethoven, Mendelssohn or Schumann. More than $30,000 will be awarded across 

all four finalists. The Gold Medal winner will receive $10,000, a recording with Yamaha Artist 

Services New York, and important recital and concerto performances during the 2025-2027 

seasons. 

 

Tickets are $35 for general admission and $100 for premiere seating with post-concert Meet 

& Greet Reception and can be purchased by visiting psipc.org or by phone at (760) 773-

2575. 

 

*Medals and special prizes will be awarded following a short deliberation.  

 

Yamaha is the official piano of the 2025 Palm Springs International Piano Competition 

(Junior Division). 

 

The 2025 Palm Springs International Piano Competition (Junior Division) is generously 

sponsored by Julia I. Dennie-Kauffman | Kauffman Family Foundation; James & Jessica 

Greene | Greene Family Foundation; Eisenhower Health; and Edward C Rainey, Jr & Scott 

C Britain. 

 

Palm Springs International Piano Competition is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. 
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